An open letter to the Government of Canada from more than

70 conservation, climate, and health groups representing
hundreds of thousands of supporters in Canada.

November 2, 2022

The Honourable Steven Guilbeault, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Environment and Climate Change Canada
House of Commons

Ottawa, ON

The Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Natural Resources Canada

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON

Re: Report and Reduce GHG Emissions from Logging

Dear Ministers,

As environmental and health groups representing hundreds of thousands of
Canadians, we are writing to express concern about the lack of government
transparency regarding greenhouse gas emissions from logging, which
have recently been reported as being on par with emissions from oil sands
production’.

At present, your government does not clearly report logging emissions in your
annual GHG inventory. This is in contrast to other large economic sectors,
whose emissions are clearly reported.

Currently, logging emissions in Canada can only be determined by piecing
together data from various government reports and tables, and by requesting
data from government officials.

In addition, your government has no clear plan for reducing GHG emissions
from logging. In fact, your government exempts logging-related emissions from
Canada’s Output-Based Pricing System (OBPS), effectively subsidizing the
clear-cutting of forests.

Canada will not meet its 2030 climate and nature commitments unless all
economic sectors take action to reduce GHG emissions.

1. Jennifer Skene and Michael Polanyi (2022). Lost in the Woods: Canada’s Hidden Logging Emissions are Equiva-
lent to Those From Oil Sands Operations. Matthew Bramley and Graham Saul (2022). What are the Net Greenhouse
Gas Emissions from Logging in Canada?_



https://naturecanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Lost-in-the-Woods-Report.pdf
https://naturecanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Lost-in-the-Woods-Report.pdf
https://naturecanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Report-What-Are-Net-GHG-Emissions-From-Logging-in-Canada.pdf
https://naturecanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Report-What-Are-Net-GHG-Emissions-From-Logging-in-Canada.pdf

We call on you to:

1. Clearly and transparently report GHG emissions from logging in upcoming
climate reports;

2. Develop a strategy to reduce logging emissions and better protect primary
and old-growth forests;

3. Improve Canada’s forest carbon accounting practices to ensure that the
full climate impacts of logging are accurately measured and reported in

alignment with IPCC Guidelines.

Actions to report and reduce logging emissions and advance forest protection
should be carried out in full alignment with Indigenous rights and title.

Thank you for considering and responding to our concerns.

Sincerely,
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